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On Jan. 9, students and 
state Reps. Zack Hudgins and 
Marcus Riccelli braved the 
cold weather and gathered in 
front of the PUB to advocate 
the passing of the Dream Act 
in Washington state, which 
would extend state-based 
financial aid to undocu-
mented students. 
Currently, students who 
immigrated to America, grew 
up in the state and gradu-
ated from Washington high 
schools are denied federal 
and state-based financial aid. 
“We are pricing our 
students out of affordable 
and accessible education,” 
Riccelli said. 
House Bill 1079, which 
was passed in 2003, allows 
undocumented students to 
take advantage of in-state 
tuition rates, but a decade 
later many of these students 
still cannot pursue a higher 
education due to the lack of 
financial aid.
Students held signs on 
the PUB steps saying  “Our 
Dreams Can’t Wait,” and 
many signed a petition urg-
ing for the enactment of the 
Dream Act. 
“This is a matter of human 
rights,” said EWU professor 
Martin Meraz-Garcia.
Meraz-Garcia was the first 
to speak at the rally. EWU 
President Rodolfo Arévalo also 
spoke in support of the bill, 
along with current and former 
EWU students. 
EWU student and ASEWU 
vice president Francisco Na-
varro told the story of his jour-
ney to the university knowing 
he would not receive financial 
aid. Like many undocumented 
students, he relied on scholar-
ships to afford college. 
“There are many of us 
around,” Navarro said. 
Hudgins, from the 11th 
legislative district, said he has 
heard stories like these from 
students all across the state.
“The one thing they have 
no control over is the one 
thing holding them back,” 
Hudgins said. 
Hudgins sponsored the 
bill, and it was approved by 
the state house in March of 
2013 with a vote of 77-20, but 
the legislation died in the 
state Senate.
Dream act- page 3
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Students at Eastern held signs in support of the Dream Act at the rally in front of the PUB on Jan. 9.
representatives rally in support of Dream act
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The Eastern men’s hock-
ey program had an action- 
packed weekend playing Wil-
liston State University on Jan. 
10, losing the first game after 
having a penalty shootout 
and then coming back on Jan. 
11 to win 2-0.
The first of the two- game 
series proved to be a handful 
for the Eagles. After falling 
behind early in the second pe-
riod, Eastern came back to tie 
the game in the third, 6-6. The 
game then went into over-
time, where the score did not 
change, and they lost during 
the penalty shots, 7-6.
“When you score six, you 
should win. But to score six 
you sometimes take extra 
chances in a game like that. 
You are sort of playing with 
fire,” head coach Bill Shaw said. 
The second game was a dif-
ferent story. The Eagles won 
this game with ease, scoring 
two goals and shutting Wil-
liston State out, not allowing 
them to score any points dur-
ing the game.
“Our defensive coverage 
was a lot better today, and 
it showed by not allowing a 
single goal. We did a much better 
job of blocking shots and clean-
ing rebounds in front of the net. 
We limited any second chance 
points they may have had,” 
Shaw said. 
The Senior who plays left 
wing, Ryan Pajimola, said, 
“We knew we needed to keep 
up the pressure for a full 60 
minutes. We had everyone 
doing their job and playing their 
part for today’s team win.”
Christian Stephenson is 
also a player on the team 
and is a junior who plays de-
fense. He said “I thought we 
did everything right the sec-
ond game. We were physi-
cal and smart. Goaltending 
was a huge part of the second 
game.”
Eastern is now 4-9-0-1 and 
will play Selkirk College on 
Jan. 24 on the road and then play 
them again at home Jan. 25. 
Men’s hockey plays 
with fire on ice
Photo by Sam Sargeant 










“The Naked Lunch Break” 
series occurs every Thursday 
through March 13 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Phase 
One auditorium on the River-
point Campus. This is a free 
event featuring local authors 
as well as an open mic and 
free pizza. 
Eagle Entertainment is 
hosting the “Eagles on Ice” 
event Jan. 16 from 7-8:45 p.m. 
Students can skate for free with 
their Eagle ID and can par-
take in the hot chocolate bar 
with Eagle punch and winter 
cookies. There will also be a 
raffle for Beat headphones by 
Dr. Dre and various local gift 
cards. 
The EWU campus will 
be closed on Jan. 20 to honor 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
Faculty, staff and students can 
participate in the Unity Walk 
through downtown Spokane. 
EWU participants are meet-
ing at the INB Performing Arts 
Center at 10 a.m. to carry the 
EWU flag, wearing red is en-
couraged. 
Feb. 7 is the sixth annual 
“Work it!” career conference. It 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. in the PUB MPR. The cost 
is $5 per student and includes 











The Cheney School District is leading the charge in the 
fight against childhood obesity.
According to a newsletter released by Cheney Public 
Schools, a Washington State University study has 
recorded a 2.1 percent decrease of students that classify 
as overweight or obese from 2011 to 2013.
The Cheney School District’s food program added 
healthy-alternative snacks in the school vending 
machines, as well as replacing “all processed foods with 
recipes that feature lean proteins, low-fat dairy, whole 
grains and fresh fruits and vegetables,” according to the 
Action for Healthy Kids website.
Superintendent of the Cheney School District Debra J. 
Clemens said in the newsletter, “We have implemented 
several changes and strategies over the past two years that 
not only include healthy cooking in our cafeterias but district-
wide policies reducing access to unhealthy foods, while at the 
same time increasing nutrition education and physical activity 
for students.”
The Center for Disease Control claims that childhood 
obesity has more than doubled in children and tripled in 
adolescents in the past 30 years.
“This year, we are trying to prioritize breakfast 
participation in our ’Farm to School’ program,” said 
Brian Levy, Director of Nutrition Services for the Cheney 
School District. “We are trying to bring in more local fruits 
and vegetables and moving into proteins as well.”
Levy emphasized that menu changes have already 







Smokers in all corners 
of the United States are 
trading in their traditional 
cigarettes for the electron-




chines that use a vapor-
ized solution of nicotine 
instead of tobacco. The 
small device claims to be 
a healthy alternative to 
smoking, while still mak-
ing sure the move is as 
easy as possible. An LED 
on the e-cigarette will 
glow to simulate the pro-
cess of smoking, though 
no smoke is being inhaled.
The regulation on the 
sale and use of electronic 
cigarettes is being dis-
cussed in state legisla-
tures across the United 
States. The Food and 
Drug Administration says 
there has not been enough 
research into the effects of 
e-cigarettes to accurately 
report whether they are 
safe for their intended use 
or if there are any benefits 
to using the products.
“E-cigs are treated 
the same as normal ciga-
rettes,” manager of EWU 
Environmental Health 
and Safety Chad Johnson 
said. “As far as I’m aware, 
the police are the ones do-
ing the enforcement.”
According to Gary Gas-
seling of the EWU Police 
department, the smoking 
policy enforcement “is not 
something we have any 
regular issues with.”
Washington state law 
dictates that smoking is 
prohibited within 25 feet 
of public buildings. Yet 
due to the grey area that 
e-cigarettes are in, it is 
difficult to be sure where 
the line is drawn with the 
current legislation.
Without an FDA rul-
ing, most states are un-
willing to pass any laws 
that link e-cigarettes to 
tobacco cigarettes, with 
the exception of four 
states: Utah, North Dako-
ta, Arkansas and New Jer-
sey. All four states have 
classified e-cigarettes as 
tobacco products, which 
therefore apply many of 
the same rules that nor-
mal cigarette laws im-
pose, such as not being 
able to smoke indoors.
Washington state has 
yet to make such a dis-
tinction, although King, 
Spokane and Tacoma 
Counties have made sale 
to minors illegal.
States are also consid-
ering taxation options, as 
cigarette taxes are a sig-
nificant source of revenue 
for state governments, 
and e-cigarettes are only 
taxed with sales tax cur-
rently. The added cost 
also helps to deter use.
As is the case with 
nearly every major tech-
nological advancement, 
transition from the old to 
the new is rarely a simple 
thing, especially when the 
law is unclear. The FDA 
is currently compiling 
information and research 
on electronic cigarettes, 
and a ruling is expected 
later in the year.
E-cigarette laws remain hazy
Illustration by  Vania Tauvela
Without knowing the health risks, most states have not created restrictions on e-cigarettes.
Illustration by Vania Tauvela
Switching to healthier food has assisted in the 2.1 percent 
decrease in obesity rates.
The Easterner is distributed
to a campus of over 10,000
students 30 weeks out
of the year
(Why isn't your ad here?)
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By Rebekah Frank 
staff writer
reininchic10@gmail.com
After four years, the newly renovated  JFK 
Library has many different sections, floors 
and assets which offer a variety of help to 
students, faculty and community members.
The EWU library is an asset to students 
through the various resources the library has 
to offer. With its online database, the library 
offers students the chance to research, read 
and see all that is available to them. The li-
brary has also expanded, gathering options 
for student success through PLUS groups, 
one-on-one tutoring, the Writer’s Center and 
the Multimedia Commons.
The Learning Commons is a “student’s 
space,” said EWU Learning Commons di-
rector Verlinda Washburn. It is designed 
for students to study on their own, in 
groups, with tutors or any way a student 
wants to study.
According to Washburn, students are al-
lowed to bring food into the Learning Com-
mons, rearrange the furniture and talk as loud 
as they want while studying. The tutors are 
also located in the Learning Commons, which 
makes it easier for students to get everything 
they need while furthering their education.
Washburn said, “We want students to feel 
like this is their home.”
In addition to the Learning Commons, the 
library also has PLUS in order to help enhance 
student learning. PLUS offers one-on-one tu-
toring, online tutoring and supplemental in-
struction study groups.
The Writer’s Center provides students 
with both online and in-person feedback 
on their academic, professional and 
creative writing at any time. After seeking 
help with their writing, students can go 
to the Multimedia Commons to receive 
assistance on finishing their projects.
“Not only do they have the resources they’re 
going to need to write papers, they have ac-
cess to tutoring and instructional help to do a 
better job of writing the paper,” said Charles 
Mutschler, library and University Archivist.
However, if students are unavailable to 
come into the JFK Library, there is also help 
available to them online. Students can get 
e-tutoring, search the library database and 
even have materials shipped to EWU from 
various universities thanks to the Orbis Cas-
cade Alliance Summit Program.
Thanks to the Orbis Cascade Alliance, 
students can borrow materials from almost 
any university in Washington and Oregon, 
as well as from the University of Idaho. With 
the click of a button, students can have ac-
cess to materials from different parts of 
Washington and Oregon.
“We have maybe around 700,000 books 
in our collection. The Summit is more like 
9 million unique titles,” said Ielleen Miller, 
EWU Reference Librarian and Coordinator 
of Instruction.
Another service available when using 
materials from another university is East-
ern’s transportation system. “We don’t rely 
on the mail; we actually have our own cou-
rier system,” said Miller.
For those who are writing papers or re-
searching information and in need of reliable 
sources, the library has a searchable online 
catalog with e-books and other online mate-
rials instantly obtainable through PDF.
“You do have the advantage in our col-
lection of knowing that the people who 
selected this have some knowledge about 
what sort of material they’re selecting and 
is it quality material,” said Mutschler.
Above all, the library staff said their 
priority is to serve students the best they 
can and provide them with the help they 
need to make learning more enjoyable. 
“If you don’t teach students and give 
them the opportunity to really make learning 
a joy, then what are they going to go away 
from the university with?” asked Washburn.
Library renovation complete, 
variety of services offered
With the state legislature conven-
ing on Jan. 13, Hudgins and Riccelli 
expect the bill to be picked up quick-
ly. This time, they hope it will make 
it to Gov. Jay Inslee’s desk. 
Opponents of the bill worry that 
giving state money to undocument-
ed students will encourage more 
illegal immigration and could pos-
sibly take tuition assistance away 
from American students, according 
to http://immigration.about.com. 
Riccelli and Hudgins are both 
confident the bill will pass if it is 
brought up in the Senate, and they 
urged students to join the effort.
They told students to use so-
cial media to spread the word and 
to send letters to senators and edi-
tors of local newspapers, voicing 
their opinion. According to http://
weareoneamerica.org, Washington 
would join California, Texas, Il-
linois and New Mexico in extend-
ing state-based financial aid to 
undocumented citizens.
“Every student in Washington 
state deserves a shot at the American 
dream,” said Riccelli.
Illustration by Jasmine Kemp
Some of the services offered by the JFK Library include the Writer’s Center, PLUS groups and the Multimedia Commons. 
Dream Act 
continueD from front
Photo by  Sam Sargeant
Rep. Marcus Riccelli delivers a speech at the Dream Act Rally on Jan. 10.
Photo by  Sam Sargeant
Students rallied at the PUB in support of the Dream Act.
Photo by  Sam Sargeant
Rep. Marcus Riccelli prepares to deliver a speech at the Dream Act 
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By Rebekah Frank 
staff writer
reininchic10@gmail.com
As Martin Luther King Jr. Day approaches, 
there are many opportunities to be active in 
the community.
Students are beginning to plan their three-day 
weekend and are looking for ways to spend their 
free time. The faculty at the EWU Office of Commu-
nity Engagement would like to invite students to 
participate in the MLK Jr. Day Unity March.
The march takes place at the INB Performing 
Arts Center on Jan. 20. There will be a group of East-
ern students and faculty at the march holding the 
EWU flag. Students who would like to participate 
in the march with the EWU group are encouraged to 
wear Eastern apparel in order to support the Eagles. 
In addition to the march, there are service events 
being introduced this year. One event is the infant 
clothing bank, where students can help sort the 
items donated for infants. There are eight different 
sites at which events will be hosted by groups such 
as the Red Cross.
For any students who would like to participate, 
the Office of Community Engagement will have a 
recreational bus at EWU in the morning and at noon 
to take students to the march and the service events. 
Students are also encouraged to register for the rec-
reational bus as soon as they can to reserve seats.
This event is focused on Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
famous quote, “Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is ‘What are you doing for others?’”
According to EWU Eagle Volunteers Program 
Coordinator Gabby Ryan, this event is a chance for 
students to give back to their community and help 
others in need. 
The march ends at Riverfront Park in Spokane 
where there will be a resources fair. This fair will 
showcase many resources available in the com-
munity, and the opportunities for people to get in-
volved. For more information, or to register, contact 
the EWU Office of Community Engagement.
“What I love about [this event] is the people. I 
think it gets bigger and bigger every year, and it’s 
just really a great moment of solidarity with our 
community and a great way to recognize Doctor 
King,” said EWU Director of Community Engage-
ment Molly Ayers.
In addition to these events, the EWU Black Stu-
dent Union is also holding the “Light For Light,” 
candle lighting event on Jan. 17. It is in honor of 
Martin Luther King Jr., and also serves as a memori-
al for anyone who has been affected by, or lost their 
life due to, violence. 
The goal, according to EWU Black Student 
Union President, Satori Butler, is to bring awareness 
to the violence going on around us and those people 
who are affected by it. There are many people who 
either are themselves a victim of violence or know 
someone who is, and the EWU BSU would like to 
offer support, through the candle lighting, to those 
people.
“Our whole objective is to get everyone to come 
together and understand what is going on and 
know we are all here together,” said Butler. “You 
don’t have to be alone. And then to honor Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s legacy about bringing the peace 
out of that.”
The event will feature a vocal performance by a 
member of the BSU, guest speaker Tommy Williams 
Jr. and a balloon release. For more information, con-
tact the EWU Black Student Union.
“We can end [violence] if we work together to do 
so,” said Butler.
Eastern students prepare to raise 
awareness on MLK Jr. Day
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Arrive at the 
INB Performing Arts 
Center in Spokane
Participate in MLK Jr. march 
and downtown events
“Light For Light”




Followed by vocal performance 
and balloon release.
Graphic by Laura Jones and Jane Martin
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“More variety in the 
food options, and more 
affordable food options.”
Shane Dempsy
“I like the PUB the way it is.”
fawn nolt
“I’d like them to keep the 
piano. Have more outlets 
and tables.”
Jacob Blankenship
“Better and more seating, 
better lighting, and more 






Two years ago, I had a 
vivid conversation with a 
young man that spanned 
the course of five hours. Two 
glasses of wine and a glass 










ual, that I 
do not care about nor do I 
want sex. I usually succumb 
to the confused looks or 
the question, “What’s 
that?” and I am okay with 
it. This gives me a chance 
to explain what asexual-
ity is, and why they may 
know someone who falls 
under that umbrella in the 
sexuality spectrum. 
It always starts with me 
explaining what the Asexu-
al Visibility and Education 
Network uses to describe 
sexual needs: Cake. 
A sexual person pre-
sented with cake will be all 
for taking a bite. An asexual 
person presented with cake 
may shrug and refuse it. 
They may also say, “Yeah, 
cake is nice, but meh, I don’t 
really want it.”
One of the biggest mis-
conceptions about asexuality 
is that all asexuals are scared, 
are virgins and/or hate sex. 
And when I get presented 
with the question, “You say 
you’re asexual, but have you 
even tried having sex? You 
won’t really know until you 
try,” there’s a fiery rage that 
builds up within me.
I don’t want to have 
sex. I don’t want anything 
to do with sex. I would 
rather watch three hours of 
C-SPAN than have a sexual 
encounter with someone. 
So why, dear sexual 
person, are you trying to 
pressure me into having 
something I do not want? 
Maybe you should try 
abstaining from sex. 
You’ve never done that 
before. Maybe you’ll 
enjoy it. You won’t know 
until you try. 
This behavior is 
not conducive of only 
straight sexual people. I’ve 
encountered many people 
in the LGBT community that 
look at me like I’m insane 
when I come out to them. 
In fact, something 
like this happened on the 
EWU campus while I was 
working. I was writing a 
story for this publication 
about the celebration 
the Pride Center had 
after Washington voters 
passed the gay marriage 
initiative. I was walking 
around interviewing people 
for my story, and I came 
upon a young man who I 
conversed with. Once I said 
I was asexual, he gave me a 
strange look and suddenly, 
was very dismissive.
I’d like to thank that man 
for making me feel horrible.
As a person who likes 
to think they’re part of the 
LGBT community, it was 
very hard for me to come 
to the conclusion that I 
did not want anything 
to do with another pride 
organization. As much as 
I am grateful for my best 
friends’ ability to get married, 
it’s also very isolating. 
It stems from being 
the minority of a minority. 
While 16 states allow same-
sex marriage, only two 
states, Vermont and New 
York, consider asexuals a 
protected class, according 
to The Huffington Post and 
an article on The Examiner’s 
website.
There’s also an issue 
concerning allies. Most 
people I’ve encountered 
have thought the “A” in 
the LGBTQIA acronym 
stood for allies. This 
is incredibly insulting 
to me. It’s incredibly 
insulting to my best 
friends who are gay, 
lesbian and queer. 
Straight people should 
not be in this acronym. 
This acronym symbolizes 
the spectrum that does 
not embody heterosexual 
people. To those allies 
who have a sense of 
entitlement to be in this 
acronym, they need to be 
retaught what it means to 
be a good person while 
not expecting anything 
in return. 
This is what worries 
me about opening up, 
again, to the Pride Center 
here on campus. I respect 
the people. I respect 
the views. But it is very 
difficult to go to what 
is called a “safe place” 
and have people talk 
constantly about having 
sex or even people having 
sexualized views of others. 
I’d rather have an entire 
separate entity, where it’s 
safe for asexuals and where 
it’s safe to say that asexuals 
can and have never had sex 
and it’s not an issue. 
At this point, call me a 
sexual-phobic, because I just 
cannot understand why you 
people want that slice of 
cake so badly. 





After attending the 
ASEWU open forum for pre-
design of the PUB remodel on 
Jan. 9, I think 
I may have 
had a small 
change of 
heart regard-




In my editorial last week, I 
talked about how inconvenient 
construction was for students 
and visitors on campus, and 
how a delay between the com-
pletion of Patterson Hall and 
whatever new project EWU 
takes on would probably be 
a very good thing.
I had no reason to 
worry, apparently.
While the PUB remodel 
is a definite “Yes,” the con-
struction on the building 
will not happen for at least 
another two years, accord-
ing to Troy Bester, senior 
project manager. There are 
many stages that need to be 
completed before construc-
tion can begin. The short list 
of those stages are: pre-design, 
design, budget and approval.
The open forum put 
on by ASEWU was a part 
of the predesign process. 
The meeting was opened 
and run by Perkins + Will, 
whose previous projects 
include Colorado State 
University’s Lory Student 
Center and the University 
of Wisconsin’s Dreyfus 
University Center. Perkins 
+ Will was hired by EWU 
to provide architectural 
and engineering predesign 
services for the renovation, 
according to the PUB rede-
sign webpage. 
During the presentation, I 
noticed that student perspec-
tive and opinion was very 
important the Perkins + Will 
team emphasized that student 
opinions heavily influenced 
their design process.
The rest of the meeting was 
used to gauge what students 
liked and didn’t like about the 
PUB, and what they would 
most like to see added or 
changed in the future design.
Personally, I would love to 
see a new office space for The 
Easterner, preferably close to 
a food source and a bathroom. 
Many students talked about 
wanting the PUB to be more 
open, accessible and a more 
welcoming place. One student 
even suggested that the new 
design include a bar.
This forum was a good 
place to start the predesign of 
the PUB. Though the audience 
was fairly small, Perkins + Will 
have sent out a survey to stu-
dents which asks similar 
questions to those posed at 
the meeting.
Each and every one of our 
readers take it.
As students of EWU, if 
there is something we don’t 
like about campus, then it 
should be our responsibility to 
make sure that it is changed to 
something we do like. By giv-
ing our opinion time and time 
again, we will make an im-
pact on the design of the 
new building.
Don’t like the scary, smelly 
and often overflowing bath-
rooms of the PUB? Then take 
the survey and declare them 
your worst nightmare.
I challenge you, EWU stu-
dents, to make your opinion 
heard in the design of this 
new building.
Student input wanted for PUB redesign
Where is the best place to get 
coffee in Cheney?





-Letters should be 300 words or less and typed, or legibly handwritten.
-Include your full name, signature, telephone number and email address for verification.
-We reserve the right not to publish letters; furthermore, all letters are subject to editing.
-Letters must be received no later than Monday at 10 a.m. in order to be considered for publication the 
following Wednesday.
-If your letter is in response to a specific article, please list the title and date of the article.
EDITORIAL BOARD
Elsa Schmitz, opinion editor 
Jane Martin, editor-in-chief
Amye Ellsworth, managing editor
Lei Silva, online editor
Mollie Gower, chief copy editor
EDITORIAL POLICY
We encourage the campus community to submit letters and opinion pieces that conform to the 
requirements listed above. Opinion articles and letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of The Easterner, its staff members or Eastern Washington University.
THE EASTERNER
Serving the community since 1916
Easterner Asks
Question: If the PUB gets 
redesigned, what would you like 
to see changed?















Police responded to a call on the first 
floor of Cheney Hall. A student was 




A student walked into an unfinished 
glass door in Patterson Hall and cut her 
upper eyelid. Police responded to the 
call, but the student refused medical at-
tention and was not taken to the hospital. 
Jan. 7
Agency assist
The university police assisted the 
Spokane Police Department after an 
EWU student and his girlfriend were 
confronted by a robber outside the 
Northtown Mall. The suspect attempted 
to steal the victim’s merchandise. When 
the victim refused, the suspect revealed 
a weapon. The couple was able to sepa-




A student in Dressler Hall reported 
various amounts of money missing over 
the course of several weeks. The most 
recent theft was of $100 that the student 
was keeping in a locked drawer. The 
student’s roommate admitted to taking 
some of the money, but not the full $100. 
This case is still under investigation.
Jan. 9
Hit and run
A student parked in Lot 10 on Elm 
Street watched as a four-door car with a 
missing brake light backed into his car. 
Once the cars collided, the driver sped 
away, going the wrong way through the 




A male student reported that a $1,000 
ring and $20 watch had been stolen from 
his locker inside the URC. Police viewed 
videotape and did not see anyone ac-




A female came to the Red Barn and 
wanted to speak to an officer. She was dis-
traught and appeared to be intoxicated. 
After struggling to answer the officer’s 
questions, she was referred to CAPS.
Jan. 10
Drug violation
A CA smelled marijuana coming 
from a room in Snyamncut Hall. The 
suspects admitted to smoking earlier, 
but not in the dorm. They agreed to a 
search of their room, and police found 
4.6 grams of marijuana, a lighter and a 
pipe. The students were arrested for mi-
nors in possession, cited and released. 
Jan. 11
Drug violation
Police responded to an odor of mari-
juana coming from a room in Brewster 
Hall. Four males were found inside the 
room, and one of them had watery eyes 
and a glazed look, leading police to be-
lieve he was under the influence. After 
searching the room, police seized para-
phernalia. No arrests were made, but the 




Police arrested a minor in possession 
of marijuana in Dressler Hall after find-
ing a pipe and a blunt in his room. He 
was cited for possession. 
Jan. 12
Minor in possession
A male was found unconscious in the 
eighth floor bathroom of Dressler Hall. 
He said he had been drinking, but not 
very much. His blood alcohol level was 
0.131, and he was cited for minor in pos-
session and released. 
Jan. 12
Agency assist
As Cheney Police were conducting 
an investigation of a suspected burglary 
on College Hill Street, the man inside at-
tempted to take the officer’s weapon. He 
called for backup, and after a fight, the 
suspect was detained and charged with 




EWU, Isle Hall 102
Cheney, WA 99004
Writers’ Meetings:
The Easterner is open for any EWU 
student or faculty who wish to write 
or copy edit news stories.
• Writers’ meetings are Mondays at 
3:30 p.m. 
• Copy editing  meetings are Satur-
days at 9 a.m.
News Line:
If you have a tip, letter to the edi-
tor, press release or an idea for a 
story, please call The Easterner tip 
line at 509-359-6270 or the general 
office line at 509-359-4318.
About your paper:
All content in The Easterner is ei-
ther produced or chosen by EWU 
students. Our goal is to provide rel-
evant information to the students, 
faculty, staff and residents of the 
communities surrounding EWU.
Circulation:
The Easterner publishes a weekly 
print version as well as web con-
tent during the week http://www. 
easterneronline.com. The East-
erner is distributed throughout 
the Cheney campus and business 
district as well as Riverpoint and 
various Spokane businesses. If 
you would like The Easterner to 
be distributed at your business, 
call the Advertising Department 
at 509-359-7010.
Purchasing:
The first copy of The Easterner is 
free. Additional copies may be pur-
chased at Isle Hall 102 during staff 
hours.
Advertising:
If you would like to place an 
ad or classified ad, call 509-
359-7010, FAX 509-359-4319 or 






































































Illustration by Elsa Schmitz
A student walked into an unfinished glass door in Patterson Hall and cut her upper eyelid.
Tip of the Week
The university police 
would like to remind students 
of the laws regarding mari-
juana usage. Although mari-
juana is legal in Washington 
state, it is not allowed in the 
dorms. Police will be called 
even if you are 21 years of age. 
Students are also not allowed 
to have any alcohol in their 





As _______________ approaches, there are many opportunities 
to be ______________ in _____________.
Currently, _____________who immigrated to ______________, 
grew up in the state and graduated from ________________high 
schools are denied federal and state-based financial aid. 
Eastern men’s ______________ had a _____________ weekend, 
beating both _______________, as well as _______________.
________________ is _______________ the charge in the fight 
against childhood obesity.
Washburn said, “We want _________________ to feel like this is 
their ______________.”
Many ________________ deal with close __________________ 
situations differently, and when it comes down to the final 
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Just a few years old, 
Eastern Washington Uni-
versity’s athletics web-
site offers information 
regarding sports at EWU.
Http://goeags.com is 
currently in their third 
year of their redesigned 
website. Director of ath-
letic marketing and sales, 
Kyle Hoob, explains that 
the site started out as an 
idea from four people, 
including himself, in the 
athletic department.
“There was about four 
or five of us that kind of 
sat down and started re-
searching the main com-
panies and contacted 
them and asked for exam-
ples. And then we started 
just going through and 
looking at our wish list on 
what would we like our 
Eastern athletics template 
to look like,” Hoob said.  
Hoob explained that 
figuring out a template 
and building http://
goeags.com lasted for 
about eight months. “It 
takes about five steps to 
do it. You do all your re-
search, and then you start 
handwriting down liter-
ally what you want in a 
website,” Hoob said.
The athletic depart-
ment also talked to a 
few EWU coaches, as 
well as athletic director 
Bill Chaves, asking for 
opinions and other ideas 
they would like to see on 
http://goeags.com. 
Hoob also explained 
how the staff came up 
with the background for 
the website. “We asked a 
ton of people, [because] 
you don’t want to make 
[the background] sports 
specific. So we thought, 
‘What, right now, is the 
number one tool that 
all the fans are thinking 
about? The red turf,’” 
Hoob said.
According to Hoob, 
even though the red turf 
is exclusively used for 
EWU football games, it 
also is one of the many 
identities of EWU. There-
fore it made sense to have 
it as the background for 
the website. The athletics 
department is striving to 
make http://goeags.com a 
website with very few er-
rors. “We want to be great 
at our website, not just be 
good,” Hoob said.
There are two main 
pieces that make up the 
website: The marketing 
aspect and the sports 
information aspect. The 
sports information staff 
focuses on statistics, 
rosters, pictures, latest 
scores and history for 
various Eastern sports. 
The marketing and 
multimedia staff focus 
on making sure that the 
sponsors get updated.
Marketing and multi-
media are also in charge 
of ticket information for 
games and events.
The athletics department 
has Tim Shustoff in charge 
of corporate sponsorships. 
His job is to sell sponsor-
ship packages to companies. 
Sponsorship packages con-
sist of companies having 
their name on the Goeags 
website, inside of Reese court 
and on, or near, Roos field. 
Http://goeags.com deals 
with companies like Pepsi, 
Bi-Mart and Northern Quest 
Resort and Casino.
Assistant sports infor-
mation director and so-
cial media coordinator, 
Kyle Bruce, explains what 
he does behind the scenes 
for the website. “I am the 
liaison between the media 
groups that cover Eastern 
Washington sport teams,” 
Bruce said.
Bruce is also responsi-
ble for writing releases on 
the latest EWU sports that 
he is in charge of and up-
dates the schedules and 
rosters on the website for 
the sports team he works 
with.
Bruce goes on to 
further explain his duties 
on http://goeags.com. “I’m 
responsible for sending 
out statistics to opposing 
teams, the Big Sky 
conference [and] media 
members that need it,” 
Bruce said.
“So anything like that 
that’s on the website that 
you see about a specific 
game or event or schedule 
or roster, that’s my job,” 
Bruce said. 
He also talked about 
the challenging part of 
his job on the website. “I 
would say I have been re-
ally trying to create a vid-
eo emphasis, getting a lot 
of video on the website,” 
Bruce said.
With the website having 
so many characteristics, 
Bruce and Hoob have their 
own thoughts about what 
they like about http://
goeags.com. “If you go to 
our website on your phone, 
it displays correctly, all of the 
information is there,” Bruce 
said. 
“I think when we did 
this — we think that it’s 
pretty functional. For 
Goeags and our fan base, 
we think it’s pretty effec-
tive, yet simple and easy 
to navigate,” Hoob said.
Sports website code exposed
goeags offers students easy access  





sity hosted EWU on Jan. 11 
where they fell to the Bob-
cats 78-74.
Early in the first half, 
both teams matched up 
well by answering each 
other’s baskets. With 16:05 
on the clock, sophomore 
guard Hayley Hodgins gave 
the Eagles the lead with a 
3-pointer. 
Freshman guard Tisha Phil-
lips also contributed by scoring 
off the bench to give the Eagles 
a five-point lead, 16-11.
After Montana State’s 
time out, they went on a 
scoring run to give them 
a one point lead with 7:58 
left in the first half. Senior 
center Laura Hughes final-
ly scored a bucket to give 
Eastern an answer. After 
that, junior guard Lexie 
Nelson scored five points 
to give EWU a one-point 
lead with two minutes left 
in the first half.
However, Montana State 
would get back on top with 
a 3-pointer from their ju-
nior guard Kalli Durham. 
Eastern would answer back 
to tie the score, 35-35, head-
ing into halftime because 
sophomore center Hanna 
Mack made a successful 
jump shot.    
In the beginning of the 
second half, EWU went on 
a 7-0 run to lead 42-35. The 
Bobcats later fought back 
to cut the Eagles’ lead to 
two points. Soon after that, 
Montana State would take 
a one-point lead with 15:26 
in the second half.
Eastern scored 10 
straight points to go up by 
nine points. Montana State 
answered back by ending 
Eastern’s 10-0 run with a 
jump shot. Hodgins recip-
rocated for the Eagles by 
scoring a 3-pointer to give East-
ern a 10 point lead.
The Bobcats would not 
give up as they fought back to 
cut EWU’s lead to six points. 
EWU’s junior forward Melissa 
Williams would score a layup 
to increase the Eagles’ lead to 
eight points with 8:59 left in the 
second half.
The turning point in the 
game happened as Montana 
State got aggressive and domi-
nated EWU for the rest of the 
second half for the win. The 
Eagles would go 0-4 in the final 
minute of the game.
Montana State outshot the 
Eagles 51.6 percent to 36.1 
percent in the second half. 
Nelson finished with 19 
points. Hodgins contrib-
uted with 18 points, while 
Ashenfelter chipped in 
with 13 points and six re-
bounds. Williams scored 
six points and had four re-
bounds off the bench. Phil-
lips had five points and 
four rebounds.
The Eagles will host 
Northern Arizona on Jan. 







ball had a busy weekend, 
beating both University of 
Montana, as well as Mon-
tana State University.
On Jan. 9, the Eastern 
men overpowered the Uni-
versity of Montana 69-62, 
to come away with their first 
win since Nov. 29. That ended 
their five-game losing streak.
EWU had a shooting per-
centage of 45 percent from 
the field. They had a domi-
nant inside presence, com-
ing away with 36 rebounds, 
42 points in the paint, 17 
second-chance points, 16 
assists and finished with only 
eight turnovers for the game. 
“These guys kept their chin 
up, and they believed. That is 
why we got this win over the 
defending champion in our 
gym,” Head coach Jim Hay-
ford said. “This was a game 
that you had to have tough-
ness, and you had to have grit. 
Our players showed that. 
“To show that while 
not winning a game since 
Nov. 29 shows amazing 
character. They didn’t start 
doubting, and they kept 
confidence in themselves, 
their teammates and their 
coaching. They kept focus-
ing on getting better.”
Junior forward Martin 
Seiferth had a huge game 
for the Eagles. Having 
a double-double for the 
game, he finished with 21 
points, 12 rebounds, four 
blocked shots and five 
dunks. 
Coach Hayford praised 
Seiferth’s play. “I am re-
ally proud of [Seiferth]. 
He has been struggling, 
but he kept bringing great 
effort. For him to have his 
signature game and have it 
be against Montana, I am 
just really happy for him,” 
Hayford said.
Seiferth credited the 
team with his efforts for 
this game saying, “The 
team helped me with a 
bunch of great assists and 
great efforts.” 
Sophomore guard Tyler 
Harvey was also a standout 
player. He finished with 25 
points, five rebounds and 
four assists. 
“We knew this game 
wasn’t going to be easy 
with them. We knew we 
were going to have to battle 
with them. I knew it would 
come through for us,” Har-
vey said. 
Coach Hayford com-
mended Harvey’s efforts. 
“[Harvey] came up and 
had a great second half — 
he wasn’t happy with his 
numbers at halftime,” said 
Hayford. “I knew he was 
going to put the ball in the 
basket.” Harvey also came 
into this game ranked 32nd 
in the NCAA Division I 
with an average of 20.1 
points per game and is also 
ranked sixth nationally in 
3-pointers scored per game 
with 48 total. 
Other notable players 
for the game included ju-
nior forward Venky Jois, 
who had 14 points, seven 
rebounds, three blocked 
shots and five assists, and 
junior guard Drew Bran-
don, who finished with 
four points, eight rebounds 
and five assists.
Eastern defeated Mon-
tana State University 77-
72,  on Jan. 12 to hand them 
their first conference loss.
After falling behind by 
11 points in the second half, 
Eastern came back to win 
the game by five. Eastern 
had a shooting percentage 
of 47.4 percent from field 
goal range, which consist-
ed of 41 rebounds and 19 
fast break points. They had 
16 turnovers in the game. 
“At the start of the sec-
ond half, everything was 
going wrong,” said Hay-
ford. “We didn't hang our 
heads. We stayed deter-
mined, we believed in one 
another and we gutted out 
a really, really good win 
against one of the better 
teams in the conference. 
This win would not have 
happened a year ago or 
maybe even two months 
ago. Our players are grow-
ing up, and they under-
stand it takes determina-
tion to win games.” 
Junior guard Parker 
Kelly had a big game for 
the Eagles, scoring 18 
points. “It all starts with 
the defense and the deter-
mination to win. If we play 
together, we know we can 
pull off a lot of wins in a 
row,” Kelly said.
Jois also had a big game. 
He had 14 points, 10 re-
bounds and three blocked 
shots. That is his fifth dou-
ble-double for the season. 
“When you can contribute 
to the win, it feels even bet-
ter,” Jois said.
Harvey again had an 
outstanding game, finish-
ing with 19 points, 15 of 
which came from behind 
the 3-point line. 
Brandon finished the 
game with a double-dou-
ble. He had 15 points and 
10 assists, to go along with 
nine rebounds. 
The Eagles open a series 
of road games: Jan. 16 at 
Northern Arizona and Jan. 
18 in Sacramento. 
men’s basketball snaps losing streak
Photo by Karissa Berg
Junior forward Martin Seiferth guards his opponent and helps his team bring home the win.
Photo by Karissa Berg
Junior forward Venky Jois attacks the basket during the Montana State game on Jan. 12.





Many athletes deal with 
close game situations dif-
ferently, and when it comes 
down to the final minutes in 
a game, who will be the hero?
According to http://blog.
drstankovich.com, in order 




ple,  in order 
to do well 
when games 
are on the 
line, athletes 







be willing to 
give up the 
ball for the 
team’s ben-
efit.
Dr. Chris Stankovich 
states that athletes must 
also strive to be the best in 
order to be successful in 
close games. This means 
that athletes who perform 
well in clutch situations 
also want to improve their 
skills.    
Stankovich mentions 
in his article that success-
ful clutch athletes only fo-
cus on the next play. They 
do not complain if the last 
play did not go their way, 
they simply move on in 
order to try 
to find a way 
to win. 




ball team is 
1-3 in games 
decided by 
five points 
or less. Their 
first close 
game of the 
season on Nov. 




lost by three 
points, 68-65. They also lost 
against Southern Methodist 
University by five points, 75-
70 on Nov. 16. 
They won a close game 
in December, where they 
beat University of Idaho 
by one point, 85-84. On 
Jan. 11, the Eagles played 
Montana State Universi-
ty in a close game where 
they lost by four points, 
78-74. 
When Eastern shoots 
below 50 percent, they lose 
close games compared 
to when they shot at 
52.4 percent in the close 
game they won against 
University of Idaho. 
EWU shot 43.4 percent 
in their loss to Portland, 
they shot 44.4 percent in 
the Southern Methodist 
University loss, followed 
by only shooting 34.8 
percent in the loss against 
Montana State.  
As the season continues 
during practice, the team 
will go over plays for close 
game situations. “We’ll 
have minute games where 
we’re down by two or up 
two, which I think is really 
good to have experience with 
in practice,” senior guard 
Aubrey Ashenfelter said.
These close game situa-
tions that the Eagles work 
on in practice seemed to 
pay off for Ashenfelter. 
On Dec. 14, she hit a clutch 
shot to propel the Eagles to a 
one-point win against  Uni-
versity of Idaho. Ashenfelter 
also goes on to explain the 
mindset she 
is in during 
games.  
“I’m more 
nervous if I’m 
on the bench 
than if I’m 
playing. I 
like to be in 
the game, I 
like to be in-
volved, but 
I don’t get 
nervous at 
all. I’m kind 




Stankovich explains in 
his article that, in order to 
win close games, athletes 
must play “in the zone.” 
This means that athletes 
focus on their task at hand 
with confidence and they 
block out any distractions.
For all athletes, most 
games that stay in their 
memories are often ones that 
were close with a lot on the 
line. Junior forward Melissa 
Williams recalled a game she 
played during her freshman 
year against Portland State. 









free throws to 
win the game 
for Eastern. “It 





well. I just re-
member being 
really happy 
with myself for knocking 
those shots down in a sit-
uation like that,” Williams 
said.  
Williams also explains 
her state of mind when 
dealing with crunch time 
late in games. “Like this 
last game, I got put in 
with a couple minutes to 
go and I was nervous go-
ing in. But then I just kind 
of had to take a deep breath 
and reassure myself that I 
knew what I was doing,” Wil-
liams said.
According to Williams, 
she would rather compete 
when a game is on the line. 
“As an athlete, I would rather 
play in a close game. They’re 
definitely more stressful and 
crazy and hectic; emotions get 
high. But I think that’s really 
what we benefit from, that’s 
really where you grow,” Wil-
liams said.
Eastern has their work 
cut out for them with up-
coming games against 
colleges such as  North-
ern Arizona, Sacramento 
State and Southern Utah. 
Judging from the competi-
tion in the Big Sky confer-
ence, Ashenfelter explains 
her view on what teams 
Eastern might compete in 
close games with. 
“I honestly think that 
every game in the season 
is going to be a dogfight. 
Every team is good, 
nobody is bad, every team 
we need to be ready for,” 
Ashenfelter said.
Athletes weigh in on close game situations




After a two-game losing streak, the women’s basket-
ball team is looking for a win at home against Northern 
Arizona. Fans can come support the team in Reese Court 
on Jan. 16. The game starts at 6 p.m.
Coming off a five-point win against Montana State, 
the men’s basketball team will travel to Northern Ari-
zona for some more Big Sky conference action on Jan. 16. 
Their following game will also be away, as they take on 
Sacramento State on Jan. 18. The men will return to Re-
ese Court Jan. 23. Tip-off against Southern Utah is sched-
uled for 6:05 p.m.
The men’s tennis team will return home, after a series 
of road matches, on Jan. 23 to take on Seattle. Competi-
tion begins at 5 p.m. 
The track and field season is approaching, and the 
athletes are gearing up for their first meet on Jan. 24-25 




The women’s tennis team 
will start their season on 
the road playing USC Up-
state in Eugene, Ore., on 
Jan. 25. 
After finishing 6-16 
overall and 3-7 in confer-
ence during the fall season, 
Eastern women’s tennis is 
looking to improve that re-
cord for the winter season.
The Eagles do not have 
any returning seniors on 
the team. There are four 
freshmen and five juniors.
“First matches are defi-
nitely tough, especially 
for the young, inexperi-
enced team we have,” head 
coach Dustin Hinson said. 
“Everything we have been 
working on fall and winter 
has been preparing us for 
this upcoming match. We 
have been working on our 
fitness level so we know 
that we can give our abso-
lute best from start to fin-
ish in each match.”
Brittany Ellingsen is 
a junior on the team this 
year. After finishing 0-1 
overall in singles matches 
and 0-1 overall in doubles 
matches, Ellingsen is eager 
to get back in the game.
“Honestly, I am just look-
ing forward to just get back to 
being competitive and repre-
senting my team and school. 
My expectations for my-
self are to just give all that 
I have for this first match 
and every other match that 
I have,” Ellingsen said.
She also has some high ex-
pectations for the team. “I ex-
pect my team to give all they 
have, which I know they will. 
Win or lose, we are all there for 
each other, and we always will 
be,” Ellingsen said.
Malieva Hedberg is a 
freshman on the team. After 
graduating from Oxnard High 
School in Oxnard, Calif., this 
upcoming season opener will 
be her first collegiate match.
“I am looking forward to 
bonding more as a team with 
this first match that will kick 
off the season,” Hedberg said. 
“I think the season will kick 
off in a positive light and get 
us pumped up for the other 
matches to come.”
Hedberg continued, “My 
expectations are that we are 
going to be great, as well as 
have a great time. We are not 
just team, but a family, and 
we support each other 100 
percent of the time.”
With expectations run-
ning high, the ladies will have 
their first match on Jan. 25.
Women’s tennis gears up 
for winter season action
Photo by Karissa Berg
Junior Katrina Domingo lunges for the tennis ball during practice.
   January 16
    Women’s basketball
   January 18
       Men’s basketball
   January 23
          Men’s tennis
January 24-25
       Track and field
“I’m more 
nervous if I’m on 
the bench than 
if I’m playing.”
ashenfelter 
“As an athlete, I 
would rather play 
in a close game.”
 
Williams
